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missionary ardour of the Belgian children. How indeed
could they remain indifferent to the missions when they
see a colony of nuns leave from their Vicariate to found
schools in die Congo, and when their own Superior visits
these new posts ? The little review En Famille throbs
with the interests inherent in the native schools of the
Congo Mission which the " old children " help to finance.
The Belgian schoolgirls are also specially interested in the
convents in South America, for their Superior, Reverend
Mother Symon,1 was appointed visitor of these houses,
and her letters show how the pioneer work, done in the
kst century by Mother du Rousier, has come to wonderful
fruition to-day. Speaking of the inheritance of past years
she shows that the cult of tradition is meant to be no mere
sentimental luxury, but a stimulus and a responsibility.
After describing die efficiency of the South American
schools, both elementary and secondary, and especially the
good done by the training college in Peru, the writer
reminds the pupils past and present of the incredible diffi-
culties that had to be surmounted, in the early days, by
the nuns who went out to South America, and of the
generous help they received from the benefactors who had
called them hither. Then comes the challenge to the girls
of to-day: ** And do you fhtnt- that so many great men
and women would have put themselves out in order to
people their lands with headless, backboneless nonentities
... or with gkls who were merely bad imitations of their
brothers ?... What they aimed at was peace and happiness
for their countries, and this they hoped to bring about by
establishing in their midst those serious and charming homes
to be associated with old children of the Sacred Heart/*2
1 Now one of the four Assistants-General of the Society of the Sacred Heart.
* Bsr Fowwfc, May 1952, p. 6.